Accelerated second-degree baccalaureate nursing programs: what is the significance of clinical instructors?
Accelerated second-degree nursing programs are a popular method of entry into nursing for many individuals beginning a second career in nursing. Using a hermeneutic phenomenological approach, this study analyzed the experiences of 19 accelerated second-degree baccalaureate nursing graduates to understand how their student experiences best prepared them for nursing practice after graduation. The significance of clinical instructors to students' development as nurses was revealed in the data analysis and identified in the theme, Blending Practice and Pedagogy. This article describes the implications of this theme for both accelerated second-degree nursing programs and faculty recruitment and retention.